
was gained quickly. .All prey was eaten while the kites were
in fli<7ht. Both of the bird I s legs may or may not hang down
while feeding; however, only one foot was used to hold the
insect. The birdls wings are held steady and level, the tail
generally half-spread. Slmv, easy circles are perfo~ned with
an occasional wing beat. There was a general tendency to gain
altitude during the whole process.

The method of attack on grasshoppers was a straight, swift
drop of appr-oxirna tely 90 degrees, terminating a couple of
feet from the ground. 'i'he Lns tant' the prey was grasped, deep
wing strokes carried the bird off 50 to 75 meters (50 to 75
yards) distant and 30 to 40 meters elevation, at which time
feeding took place. On other areas, where grasshoprers fre
quented tall grass or \vheat, they were captured by the kite
in a sweeping, continuous stoop with a partial break in
speed at the point of contact.

Several times individual kites were observed for periods
of up to 40 'minutes to determine the amount of prey taken and
the time involved between each take. Forty minutes was the
mEad_mum time a kite was noted to feed before leaving the area
or rising to an elevation too far to be observed. The soar
ing time between each strike was three to six minutes. The
reauired time to consume each prey aninml was 30 to 70 seconds.
Ther-e was an average of 10 kites feeding at one time, which
would indicate approximately 60 prey species taken in a 40
lninute period or about six grasshoppers, beetles, or dragon
flies taken by each kite.

There was a general tendency for all the kites on the area
to feed during the sane period of time and for all to dis
appear about the same time. Occasionally, one or two would
stay within view of the feeding area but appeared not to be
fe;ding or feeding only sporadically.

Robert W. Skinner, State Con
servation Dept., Game &Fish
Division, !lontgomery, Ala.

Article IV. Officers

Article III. Laembership

This organization shall be called the Alabama Ornothological
Society.

Page 11

ObjectivesArticle II •

. Article I. Name

ALABAMA BmDLIFE

ALABAMA ORNOTHOLOGICAL SOCIETY
CONSTITUTION

The Officers shall consist of Elected, Appointed Officers and
Directors.
Sec. 1. ELECTED OFFIC~S. The Elected Officers shall be the
Fresident, Vice-President and Treasurer. They shall be elected
by a majority vote of the member-s present at the Annual lIeeting
and shall serve for a period of one year. The Vice-Fresident
will succeed the President.
Sec. 2. AFFODITED OFFICERS. The Fresident shall appoint Re
gional Directors, a Secretary, a Librarian, and Editors.
Sec. 3. THE DIRECTORS. The Regional Directors shall repre
sent districts of the State of Alabama proportioned to cover
the entire state for representation in the Society.
Sec. 4. TIE EXECUTIVE COUNCTI.. The Executive Council shall
consist of the Elected and Appointed Officers, the Imrnedi.at.e
Fast Fresident and the Directors.

The m~Jbership shall consist of Active, Associates, Sustaining,
Student, Life and Honorary Hembers, who have a sincere interest
in bird life.

1. To fes ter a greater knowledge of the birds of Alabama
through obseevatdon, education and publication.
2. To be a potent voice in Conservation of all of Alabama I s
natural resources, but especially in birds.
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Duck ;3ag Limit Reduced

Because of adve~se weather conditions in their northern
breeding grounds, the hunting limit on ducks has been re
duced to two per day. This means there is a severe short
age in breeding stock and therefore, we in the South, should
do everything possible to return the survivors in good heal~h

next Sprfng. Fell managed private ponds, such as our Dauphi.n
Island Sanc t.ua'ry, will help.

Article V. l:1eetings and Quorum

Sec. 1. TIlE OF HEETINGS. The Society shall hold at least one
business meeting a year, which is to be known as the Annual
Heeting. Three meetings are recommended: One in the winter,
one in the spring and one in the fall. Other special meetines
may be called by the Fresident at his discretion.
Sec. 2. QUORill1. No quorum is necessary to conduct business at
any meeting, Regular, Council, or otherwise, provided written
notice of one month of time ::lnn nl::,~p' ; ~ a;,,,::>n ton t.h", r~",mh",....",h; h


